202                  I OS Vaishnavite Divya Besom - III
glory of the Lord in 100 verses each. They form part of lyarpa,
a portion of the Divya Prabandham. Thus was born the Divya
Prabandham at this sacred place viz.Thirukoilur on a stormy
night This memorable incident naturally attracted the vaish-
navite philosopher Vedanta Desika who in his beautiful Tamil
poem said that this satya dipa lit in a small insignificant Deheli
on a stormy night was able to dispel the darkness throughout
the world and illumine the entire path of Vedanta. He also
refers to this incident in a Sanskrit verse where he compares the
Lord to a sugarcane being crushed in a crushing mill consisting
of the three Alwars and the resultant sugar-cane juice which
is the sweet nectar is the prabandhas. From that night, Lord
Vishnu acquired the new names viz. Dehalisa and Bhaktopa
meardanarasika. The vision of the three Alwars at Thirukoilur
for the first time established the fact that God was neither ex-
clusively purusha or sthri, it was a harmonious blend of the two
viz. Thiru Mai wherein Thiru refers to Lakshmi, Mai to Vishnu.
The Vishnu temple here is very big. Bronzes of the first
three Altars are there in the garbagriha. It appears that the
major portion of the temple was built during the Nayak rule.
The place also has a famous saivite temple. Though the
Siva temple is small, it is one of the eight Samhara kshetrams
of Siva known as Attaviratams and here Siva is said to have
killed the demon Andhakasura. Even as the Alwars visited the
Vishnu temple, Appar and Sambandar are said to have visited
the temple of Virateswara at Tirukoilur.
Timkoilur is famous in ancient Tamil literature as the
headquarters of Malayaman chieftains who were known for their
valour, generosity and love for literature. Awaiyar and also
Kabilar, two famous Tamil poets are connected with this place.
The famous chieftain Pan's daughters Angavai and Sangavai
were married here. Kabilar took charge of the girls after the
death of his patron and their father Pan. It is said that after
performing the marriage of the two girls to a Malalyaman known
as Deivigan, Kabilar committed suicide as he could not bear
the seperation of his patron Pan. Even now a small rock here
is called Kabilar rock and there is a linga which according to
tradition was worshipped by Kabilar.